236 Grove Street, East Berlin 
1892 


¥ Julius W. Burr (1822-1909) and Julia Cornwell 
# (1823-1890) 


Victorian 


1985 Townwide Historical and Architectural Survey of Berlin, Connecticut Survey #049 
1893 Julius W. Burr Victorian current owner: Shirley Gervais 
2018 Town of Berlin GIS Index 


1892 current owner: Dawn Gormley 


Genealogical Information 


Julius Burr (1822-1909) built this house in 1893. He lived at 498 Main Street, East Berlin. The house at 
236 Grove Street was sold to Maurice/Morris Westcott who probably rented it. In 1907 Minnie 
Dickinson bought the property. 


Julius Burr, son of Daniel Burr and Betsey Wilcox. In 1845 he married Julia Cirnwell, daughter of Joseph 
Cornwell and Lucinda Miller. They had children: Emma, Ella, Lucy. They are buried in the Minrer 
Cemetery in Middletown, CT. 
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BUILDING AND STRUCTURES 
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IDENTIFICATION 


DESCRIPTION 


"] 1. BUILDING NAME (Common) 


59 SOUTH PROSPECT STREET, HARTFORD, CONNECTICUT 06106 
(203) 566-3005 


STATE OF CONNECTICUT ' 
CONNECTICUT HISTORICAL COMMISSION om tei | i 
ae IF NR, SPECIFY 


oO s [Jnr @ Actual OO Potential 


(Historic) — 


Julius W. Burr House 


TOWN: CITY VILLAGE COUNTY 


NO NUMBER (and/or location) 
6 ove ee 7-4/151A/28 
4, OWNER(S) 
o ai hi oS r " " 4 Be in 060 CJ pustic [2] Privote 
-vU (Present) (Historic) 
Residence Residence 
6 TERIOR VSIBLE FROM PUB: Y , EXP 
ACCESSIBILITY Ex VSIBL LIC ROAD Ci. ACCESSIBLE LAIN 
TO PUBLIC: (3) ves One Yes [ne 
Y OF BUILDING DATE O ON RU! 1ON 
Victorian Vernacular ec. 1893 


RIALS) (indicate use of location when appropriate) 


h 
Clapboord 0 Asbestos Siding DO Brick 0D Popecity) 
Wood Shingle Syren Siding OD Fieldstone 
| Boord & Batten O Stucco O Cobblestone 


DO Aluminum Concrete ; Cut stone 
Siding Lh Type: 
9. STRUCTURAL SYSTEM 


ie) Wood frame O Post and beom ()eattoan 


DO Load beoring masonry Oo Structural iron or steel 


O Other (Specify) 
TO. ROOF Type) 


(x Gable rj Flot DO Maonsord 0 Monitor DO sawtooth 
O Gombrel BS Shed 0 Hip OD Round + ella 


(Material) 
Roll 
ii Wood Shingle Aspholt ae Tin OD Slote &) Gable end to the street 
Other P 
Gl Aspholt shingle 0 Built up O Tile (Specify) i: Ridge parallel to the street 
11. NUMBER OF STORIES] APPROXIMATE DIMENSIONS 
2) 72 LO” x 27" 

ONDITION (Strmetural) (extern) 
O Excellent iB Good oO Foir oO Deteriorated O Excélient &) Good a Foir a Deteriorated 
13. INTEGRITY (Lem ation) (Alterations? IF YES, EXPLAIN m 

ftw 

ee D moves CT Yes [ x] No 

REL 0 OUTBUILDIN OR LAND P URES 
OD Born D Shed ix) Garage Oo Other londscape features or buildings (Specify) 

Carriage 

Souse™ 0 Shop O Gorden 
1S SURROUNDING ENVIRONMENT = 
oO Open land Hic [x] Residential i Scattered buildings visible from site 

dus- 

0 Commercial pats O Rural ies High building density 


16 INTERRELATIONSHIP OF BUILDING AND SURROU DOING . . f 
In an area of East Berlin with a large concentration of Victorian houses 


and a variety of other 18th and 19th century dwellings. 


aula 


PHOTOGRAPHER 5 
11/84 eg Oe a er eee 
View NEGATIVE ON FILE ao 

NAN DATE 
Mistoric Raso ; es shar 12/84 
The Colt Armory 
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rttord, Connecticut 08106 
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17 OTHER NOTABLE FEATURES OF BUILDING OR SITE (interior und/or exterior) 


This house has the tall, narrow profile and shallow side ells seen ina 
great many houses built during the second half of the 19th century. The 
three-bay facade has a right entry protected by a one-story full-width 
porch. Most porch fabric is of recent origin, but it retains small 
jigsawn post brackets. Windows on all elevations have peaked caps above 
friezes with triple raised panels; they are generally fitted with 

2-over-2 sash. Front and side gables have staggered-butt shingles, attic 
windows with peaked caps, and vergeboards with recessed panels on rake- 
end brackets. There is an old detached garage/shed which mimics the "salt 
box" profile of a colonial house. 


DESCRIPTION (Continued) 


BUILDER 


1 hI ORICAL OR RCH! | POR 

Architecturally, this house is significant as a simple but well-preserved 
building from the Victorian Vernacular period. The gable-and-ell plan 

is common in a wide variety of 19th-century dwellings; this example has 
the decorative woodwork which marked the Victorian Vernacular era. The 
peaked caps and friezes above the windows are an attractive and relatively 
uncommon feature. 


Historically, this house is significant as a good example of the type of 
modest Victorian Vernacular housing built for the expanding population of 
East Berlin during the 1880s and 1890s (the boom years of the Berlin Iron 
Bridge Company). The probable builder was Julius W. Burr, about whom little 
could be discovered. He apparently built the house about 1893 and sold it 
immediately thereafter to Maurice (also seen as Morris) 

/ (continued) 


SIGNIFICANCE 


1900 Census 
Berlin Land Records 44:169 (1893) 
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Julius W. Burr House 


19. (continued): 


Westcott, who had numerous real estate dealings in East Berlin and 
presumably rented the house out. In 1907, after the end of the East 
Berlin housing boom, Westcott sold the house to Minnie J. Dickinson. 
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